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DORDT COLLEGE
Voting Members Approve Additional Building
Plans at Annual March Meeting
The Oordt College Voting Members held
their annual two-day meeting on March 20
and 21 with 55 of the 60 members present.
A highlight of the meeting was the
presentation of plans and approval of the
proposal to add a large new lobby and second
floor educational facilities to the present
gymnasium and to build an addition to the
Science Building.
In other Voting Member action, five
teachers were interviewed and approved for
reappointment of the Dordt faculty. The
five were: Clarence Doornbos, music; James
Schaap, English; Charles Veenstra, speech;
Relief for Canadian
Students
Exchange rates are hitting Canadian
Dordt students hard.
To help them obtain funds, Oordt is
offering assistance based on the exchange
rates.
Tentatively, the amount of the award
each semester will be one half of the amount
that canadians would lose in exchanging
$1,500. For example, at the present rate
where a Canadian dollar is worth 86 American
cents, the students would receive one half
of 14 percent of $1,500-or $105-for one
semester. The amount would vary for sub-
sequent semesters if the exchange rate would
shift.
Students have to fill out a Canadian
Application for Financial Assistance in order
to show financial need. Howard Hall, director
of admissions and financial aids, said he
expects about 90 percent of the applicants
will qualify.
Dordt will make the awards at the time
of registration, entering them on the students'
tuition statements.
Kenneth Venhuizen, sociology; and John
Visser, business.
Copies of the proposed revision of the
Dordt College statement of purpose were
distributed and reviewed by Dr. John Van
Dyk, who is a member of the board-facu Ity
committee which has worked on the revision
for several years. The voting members de-
cided to take a year to study the revision,
waiting with the decision regarding adoption
until next year.
Lyle Gritters, director of development,
reviewed the progress of the Forward Thrust
Campaign arid gave the voting members a
tour of the new facility. Business Manager,
Bernard De Wit presented the details of the
1978-79 budget, which is expected to total
$3.3 million.
Re-elected to the Board of Trustees for
three-year terms were William Goeman, Clara
City, Minn.; Bernard Kooiman, Chandler,
Minn.; the Rev. Gerrit Vander Plaats, Oska-
loosa, Iowa; the Rev. Paul Bakker, Hack
Valley, lowa: and Ted Van Bruggen, Sioux
Center, Iowa. Newly elected Trustees are:
Arnold Schaap, Aplington, Iowa; Kenneth







Noel Magee, associate professor of music,
received his Ph.D. in music theory from the
University of Iowa.
Magee came to Dordt in 1970 to teach
piano, theory and music literature. He pur-
sued his doctorate from 1974-77 at the
university, during which time he held a
teachl ng assistantship in music theory and
literature. He also studied piano.
The musician wrote his dissertation on
"Anton Reicha as Theorist," which required
extensive translation from German, French
and Czechoslovakian.
He and his wife Marna, a violinist who
studied with Prof. Leopold La Fosse while in
Iowa City, participated in the Haydn Perform-
ance Seminar in Eisenstadt, Austria. Magee
sang in the chorus, and his wife performed in
the orchestra. Both attended lectures and
seminars by well-known European musicolo-
gists and performers, and toured Austria and
Germany.
Magee also holds a master of music
degree in musicology from Indiana University
and a bachelor of music degree in piano per-
formance from Wheaton College, Wheaton, Ill.
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From the President's Pen••••
by Rev. B. J. Haan
The Future of
Christian Higher Education
(Note: the following address was delivered by Rev.
Haan as part of the interim lecture series at Caivin
College held in January of 1978. The address will-be
presented here in several installments.)
Fellow Teachers and Students:
I am delighted and honored to return to
my alma mater and present an address on the
subject fo the future of Christian higher
education. In connection with this theme the
comm ittee has asked me to reflect upon the
following questions:
1. What do you see as the challenges
facing Reformed Christian colleges
in the next 5-10 years?
2. How do you see Dordt College
fitting into th is picture? Is Dcrdt
mainly a liberal arts emphasis or are
you diversifying into vocational.
oriented programs?
3. How do you see Calvin and Trinity
fitting into this picture?
4. How and whydid Dordt qet started?
That is, Calvin already was here-
why Oordt?
5. DC) you see Dordt and Calvin as
having essentially the same goals?
Or do you see them as being quite
different in goals and outlook?
6. Hew do you see the relationship
between Oordt and Calvin? One of
friendly competition for the same
types of students?
7. Are there ways in which Oordt and
Calvin can work together construc-
tively? Faculty exchanges? C<Jm-
blned research projects? Guest
speakers from each other's colleges?
Although I do not intend to handle
these questions in the order presented, I shall
do my best somehow to cover all of them. It
should also be observed that most of these
questions seem to ask more for my personal
judgment and opinion, based upon my own
experience, rather than a studied, scientific
research analysis of the subject.
The best place to begin, perhaps, is with
the question concerning Dordt's origin. How
and why did Dordt get started? (That is,
Calvin already was here-why Dordt?) For
about ten years (1955-65) this question was
rather current in our circles. I was forever,
seemingly, asked to explain the reason for
Dordt's existence. By this time it has become
more of an academic question. It no longer
carries with it all of the emotional overtones.
History has a way of bringing to institutions,
on the basis of growth, performance and
service, a status of acceptability and credibili-
ty.
I need not be lengthy here. Those
acquainted with our history know that we did
_have prior to Dordt's arrival, two colleges,
Calvin and Grundy. Grundy's history is a
sad one. Not that Grundy itself was the
cause of its failure. No, it was a thriving
institution with a highly competent faculty.
It failed because of the refusal of the Christian
Reformed Synod to continue to endorse
it and support it. Significantly enough, it
was Classis Ostfriesland, (now North Central
Iowa) the classls most grieved by the demise
of Grundy, which as early as 1938, just
seven years after the closing of Grundy, called
upon classes Minnesota, Orange City, Pella,
and -Sioux Center "to discuss the advisability
and possibility of establishing (such) a Chris-
tian Junior College" in the Midwest. There
was, of course, already a strong interest in
such a study in Northwest Iowa. Efforts
toward the establishment of a Junior College
on the part of a committee from the above
named classes continued until the war set in
(1941). There was no possibility of opening
another college during the war years. Later,
after the war, the National Union Alliance in
the Midwest took up the matter again.
The point is that early in our history
the need for more than one college was
recognized and attempts were made to meet
the need. Even the failure of Grundy did not
put an end to the need and demand for
another college. Not that the need for
another college was always adequately articu-
latedby our fathers. They too were people
bound by the limitations of their times and
found it difficult to capture in the statement
of reasons for a college all the implications of
those principles, faith-commitments and ac-
companying kingdom visions which governed
and motivated them. They saw something in
God's faithfulness and blessings reflected in
the growth of their churches and Christian
schools which opened their eyes to greater
kingdom opportunities, the realization and
fulfillment of which for them demanded
another college. Obviously there had to be
concrete needs around which to rally the
people and inspire them to action. The right
issue had to be there to create the spark to
light the fire. And it was there. It was the
pressing need for better qualified teachers in
the forty Christian grade schools in the local
six-classes area. Each year a large number of
high school graduates with an additional six
week sumrt:ler college course received appoint-
ments to our schools. These teachers were at
that time given a temporary state teacher's
certificate. But state demands were, thank-
fully, in the process of stiffening. Our
Christian schools were headed for serious
trouble, Dordt came on the scene none too
early on that score. Shortly after Dordt
opened, a two year college course was neces-
sary to obtain a temporary certificate. Today
one cannot be certified in Iowa without a
four-year degree.
What also served to advance the cause
was the guarded yet favorable judgment of the
church Synod. Synod recognized at least
through its study comm ittee the need for a
junior college and even went so far as to
state that should a junior college arise, North-
west Iowa was the logical place for it.
What more ought be said? Dordt did
not come up over night. Nor did it enjoy an
easy birth. It faced stubborn opposition each
step of the way, and even for a period after
its inception. These years of testing and
trying were to be expected and were necessary
in proving the true strength, character, and
worth of the institution. Interestingly enough,
at no point in its struggles was Dordt without
the firm support of a large, committed and
responsible constituency. That is still true
today.
Assuming then that Dordt is here to
stay at least for a reasonable period of time,
and that it deserves a rightful and respectable
academic place in the kingdom of our Lord,
we can get on with the more important
though quite different question concerning
the challenges facing our lnstltutlons.-Calvlo,
Dordt, and Trinity.
(to be continued)
Tom Hazeu, Winnipeg, Man., a senior
physics major at Dordt, has received one of
two graduate assistantships granted annually
under the master of science in physics pro-
gram at Drake University in Des Moines
for the 1978-79 school year. Along with
free tuition, he will receive $2,400 for teach-
ing various lab sessions.
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Anderson and Nederhood to Keynote Second International Political
Conference in August
"Jubilee for Justice" has been chosen as
the theme for the second International Chris-
tian Political Conference. The weekend event,
sponsored by the Association for Public






sota, will serve as
the keynote speaker
for the Friday even-
ing banquet.
In the afternoon, the conference moves
closer to home with a look at the current
political situation in the United States and
Canada, a critique of the "context" within
which Christians are to work.
Speakers participating in these discus-
sions include:
-Pro]. Eugene Dykema, assistant professor
of economics, Calvin College, Grand Rapids.
Mich., "Christian Stewardship of Natural Rc-
sources"
-Dr. Harry Groenewold, assistant professor
of history, Trinity Christian College, Palos
Heights, Ill., "Quebec in Canada: An Alterlla'
nve to Separatism?"
-Jerry Herbert, Ph.D. candidate, Duke Univrr-
sicy, Durham, N.C., "The Christian Political
Mind and the Political Attitudes of Local
Ameircan Politicians"
-OlSe Hoogendoorn, attorney and partner
in the law firm of Kirkland and Ellis, Chicago,
III., "The Legal Enforcement of Morals: Man·
date or Misdirection?"
-Prof Stan Vander Kooi, professor of agri-
culture, Worthington Community College, Wor·
thington, Minn., and Dr. Harry Cook, professor
of biology, Dordt College, Sioux Center, Iowa,
"A Just Use of Agricultural Land"
-Etben van Donkertgoed. executive director,
Christian Farmers Federation of Ontario, "The
Family Farm"
On Saturday evening, a Public Agri-
cultural Forum will be held. Jim Visser,
executive director of the Christian Farmers
Organization of Western Canada, will join
the discussions on agriculture and justice.
The recently-formed Christian Farmers Asso-
ciation of Iowa will be inviting any interested
farmers to this meeting.
Also on Saturday evening, Terry Talbot,
a Christian singer and guitar/banjo player
from California, will be performing in the
Sioux Center Community Center.
On Sunday evening, at 9:00, open
forums will be held, allowing the conferees
and speakers more time for questions and
discussion.
Having looked at the response of God's
people in other countries, as well as the
American-Canadian situation, the conferees
will work towards resolutions, looking at
how the Christian community can begin to
move ahead as a political witness.
Ted Malloch, APJ Research Associate,
will speak at breakfast Monday, sharing his
experiences from a recent six-month research
project in Wa.shington, D.C.
The seminar speakers here include:
-Richard Giloth, director, The Christian Dem-
ocratic Center, Notre Dame, Ind., "Antecedents
and Bases for a Christian Democratic Move·
ment in the U.S. "
-Dr. Rockne McCarthy, professor of history,
Trinity Christian College, Palos Heights, Ill.,
"Public Justice in American Education"
-Joyce Ribbens, legal secretary, toxic chem-
icals program, Environmental Defense Fund,
Washington, D.C, ''The Environment, the
Public Interest Movement and Public Justice"
-Dr. M. Howard Rienstra, professor of history,
Calvin Coueee, Grand Rapids, Mich, "Is There
a Christian Way to Assess Property, Plow
Streets and Fight Fires"
-Oniuio Carlson Thies, administrative research
associate. Committee for Justice and Liberty,
Toronto, Onto "Ways and Means: Organizing
a Public Witlless"
Dr. James Skillen will conclude the
conference on Monday afternoon, with a
proposal from APJ's National Board for the
activity of the following year. Director of
research for APJ, Skillen was recently ap-
pointed associate professor of political science
at Dordt.
Full conference cost for a single person
stands at $60.00, which includes all meals-
including a banquet with Anderson-and meet-
ings and lodging. Full conference cost for a
couple is $90.00. Students will be able to
attend the entire conference for $45.00, with
a student couple paying $75.00.
Those attending the seminars only can
do so for $15.00, or $2.50 per seminar.
Further information and price break-
down can be obtained by writing: Inter-
national Christian Political Conference, Dordt
College, Sioux Center, Iowa 51250.
Dr. Joel Neder-
hood, director of
the Back to God
Hour, Palos Heights,
Ill., will deliver the
message, "God's Will
and America's Des-
tiny" at the Sunday
afternoon address.
New Staff Added
Dordt has hired nine nevv faculty and
staff members for the 1978-79 school year.
The "Voice" will provide additional informa-
tion on these staff members in September.
The new faculty members are:
-Henry De Vries, II, graduate research
assistant at Cornell University, Ithaca, N.Y.;
he will be instructor of agriculture at Dordt
-Dr. James Skillen, assistant professor
of political science at Gordon College, Wen-
ham, Mass.; he will be associate professor of
political science
-Barbara Top, teacher at the Christian
Opportunity Center, Pella, Iowa; she will
teach special education part-time as assistant
professor of education at Dordt
-James Vanden Bosch, assistant pro-
fessor of English at Northwestern College,
Orange City, Iowa; he will be assistant profes-
sor of English at Dordt
-Lugene Vanden Bosch, Dordt alumnus;
he will be teaching assistant in communication
-Charles Van Hof, Arthur J. Schmidt
Fellow at Loyola University, Chicago; he
will be assistant professor of English at Dordt
-Thomas Visker, graduate assistant at
Western Michigan University; he will be in-
structor of physical education.
Dordt also has hired an alumnus, Fred
Haan, owner of Haan Printing in Phoenix,
Ariz., to head Dordt's new printing office.
Alumnus Mike Epema, an English teacher
at Western Christian High School in Hull,
Iowa, has signed a contract as an admissions
counselor.
The conference will begin earlier this
year than last year, with a mass meeting at
3 p.m. Friday. The Rev. J.B. Hulst, dean
of students at Dordt and chairman of the
National Board of APJ, will discuss the Bibli-
cal demands for a political witness, seen in
terms of justice for all.
After listening to U.S. Senator Wendell
Anderson on Friday evening, the conferees
will again join on Saturday morning for a
mass meeting, followed by two rounds of
seminars.
The Saturday morning meetings will
focus in on "The Response of God's People
in Other Countries," seeing how members of
the kingdom in other parts of the world have
responded to the Biblical demand for justice.
Speakers here include:
-Dr. Jan D. Dengerink, professor of Calvinistic
philosophy, University of Utrecht and Univer-
sity of Groningen, The Netherlands, "Justice
and Totalitarianism in Europe"
-Prof McKendree R. Largely, visiting lecturer
in church history, Reformed Theological Sem-
inary. Jackson, Miss., "The Political Spirituality
of Abraham Kuyper"
-Dr. Paul Schroteaboer, general secretary,
The Reformed Ecumenical Synod, Grand Ra-
pids, Mich., "The World Council of Churches
and the Social Gospel"
-Dr. Johan D. von der Vyver, professor in
legal philosophy, Potchefstroom University,
Potchefstroom. South Africa, "International
Standards of Human Rights Protection: A
Christian Perspective"
-The Rev. Raymond Weiss, chaplain, North-
western College, Orange City, Iowa. "The
Middle East: Who and Where Are the People
of God?"
I Page 4 Dordt College Voice June 1978 I
1978 Grad uates of Dordt College
One hundred sixty-nine graduates received bachelor of arts degrees
and 10 received associate of arts degrees at the fourteenth annual
commencement exercises held at Dordt College on Friday, May 12.
Receiving the bachelor of arts degrees were:
Karen S. Aardema, Grand Rapids, MI
Alma J. Addink, Sioux Center, IA
Kathleen B. Addink, Orange City, lA
Cynthia K. Baak, Hills, MN
Dawn L. Baker, Kalamazoo, MI
George E. Beanblossom, Jr.. Lynden, WA
Sharlene Betten, Kanawha, IA
Bonnie Beuzekom, Gilbert, AZ
David K. Beuzekom. Sioux City, IA
Kathy J. Bielema, Thomson, IL
Henry B. Bierlink, Lynden, WA
Brenda L. Bierma, Schaumburg, IL
Arie G. Bomhof, Victoria, B.C.
Thelma F. Bousema, Boyden, IA
Kimberly A. Bowen. Hialeah, FL
Mary E. Brand, New Sharon, IA
Marlo Branderhorst, Pella, IA
Geraldine Brands, Rock Valley, IA
Ria Brouwer, Vineland Station, Ont.
Shirley Brouwer, Clara City, MN
Carol J. Bruinsma, Castlewood, SO
Denise K. Bruxvoort, Denver, CO
Sue A. Bulthuis, Ripon, CA
Henry J. Bykerk, Hebron, IN
Donna J. Christoffels, Edgerton, MN
Robert J. Cromwell, Kansas City, MO
Joan Van Dyke Crull, Sioux Center, IA
Janet A. Damon, Grand Rapids, MI
Marlene J. De Groot, Prinsburg, MN
Beatrix De Jager, Pella, IA
Wayne De Jong, Chicago Heights, I L
James De Koekkoek, Seattle, WA
Marlys De Witt, Hudsonville, MI
Belinda Dieken, Dike, IA
Barbara A. Eekhoff, Sibley, fA
David Elenbaas, Wellsburg, IA
Sandra Elgersma, Surrey, BC
John Ensing, Surrey, BC
Harley Faber, Escondido, CA
Geraldine Folkerts, Tilley, Alta.
Sheryl R. Galema. West Lafayette, IN
Laura Geenen, Holland, MI
Barbara J. Groen, Renville, MN
David Groenenboom, Oskaloosa, IA
Jack Grotenhuis, Sioux Center, IA
Bernard J. Haan. Sioux Center, IA
Steven J. Hall, Sioux Center, IA
Donn A. Hansum, Platte, SO
. Tom Hazeu. Winnipeg, Man.
Kenneth Hengeveld, Sheldon, IA
Nancy Hengeveld, Hartley, IA
Laura Gritters Hessing, Pella, IA
John L. Hiemstra, Terrace, BC
Clifford D. Hoekstra, Doon, IA
Gladys M. Hoekstra, Hull, IA
Cindy K. Holtrop, Sheldon, IA
Marcia A. Holzwarth, Freeman, SO
Del Anne Housenga, Fulton, I L
John W. Huls, Grand Haven, Ml
Vikki Jacobsen, Dews, IA
Elmer W. Jelgerhuis, Orange City, IA
Leanne Jelgerhuis, Orange City, fA
Alexander Alan Kaiser, Beaverlodge, Alta.
Terri L. Vander Griend Kaiser, Sioux City, IA
Stewart J. Kanis, Pella, IA
Janie-Lou Kannegieter, St. Catharines, Onto
Cheryl Velgersdyk Kats, Inwood, IA
Harvey G. Kiel, Willmar, MN
Linda K. Kiel, Milaca, MN
Wayne C. Klein, Maurice, IA
Veryl Kooi, Inwood, IA
Sharon M. Kooima, Hull, IA
Linda M. Koolhaas, Inwood, IA
Hilda J. Koopmans, Telkwa, BC
Stanley D. Kruis. Everett, WA
William J. Kuurstra, Ancaster, Onto
Leann R. Lange, Chicago Heights, I L
Julie L. Leep, Martin, M I
Keith A. Le Mahieu, Oostburg, WI
Ross A. Loomans, Fairwater, WI
Cynthia K. Masselink, Grand Rapids, MI
John Meernik, Sanborn, IA
Michael Minnard, Denver, CO
Peter M. Minnesma, Pittsburgh, PA
Douglas Mulder, Parkersburg, IA
Sandi Nieuwendorp, Sheldon, IA
Roxanne R. Nobel, Le Mars, IA
Peggy J. Nugteren, Leighton, IA
Scott E. Ooms, De Motte, IN
Randall E. Palmer, Wayne, NJ
Joanne D. Pastoor, Winnipeg, Man.
Patricia K. Penning, Corwith, IA
Rebecca E. Peter, Garner, IA
Wilma Plugers, Jordan Station, ant.
Barbara L. Poel, Grand Rapids, MI
Jay Potts, Belgrade, MT
Wendell A. Prins, Granger, WA
Janice C. Quinette, Pittsburgh, PA
Edna M. Reitsma, Ingersoll, Onto
Tim A. Ribbens, Sioux Center, IA
Robert Rip, Oak Harbor, WA
Grace De Vries Ritzema, St. Catharines, ant.
Scott A. Ross, Kalispell, MT
Tamara Van Ernst Rutgers, Redlands, CA
Libby Hulst Schaap, Sioux Center, IA
Kevin D. Schonewill, Volga, SD
Kenneth J. Schreur, Kanawha, IA
Michael G. Schuller, Sibley, IA
Laurel J. Schurman, De Motte, IN
Beverly K. Sheldahl, Hull, IA
John K. Sietsma, Matsqui, BC
John L. Slegers, Chino, CA
Philip Smith, Ward, SO
Joan E. Sparks, Rock Valley, IA
Kenneth J. Step. Lynden, WA
Sheldon Starkenburg, Bruce, SO
Joseph M. Strong, Seattle, WA
Lee S. Talma, East Palmyra, NY
Barbara Tanis, Cawker City, KS
Leanne M. Tanis, Downs, KS
Donald W. Terpstra, Gary, IN
Kathy J. Tiemeyer, Charlotte, MI
Linda Top, Everson, WA
Susan G. Trentacosti, Glenwood, IL
Gayla Vaandrager, Sheldon, IA
Laura Bait Van Beek, Sanborn, IA
Dixie Van Bruggen, Sioux Center, IA
Mark E. Van Denend, Denver, CO
Jane Van Donqe, Sioux Center, IA
Leann K. Van Dyke, Chandler, MN
Karen K. Van Eps, Hancock, MN
Kenneth Van Eps. East Grand Forks, MN
Connie R. Van Groningen, Pipestone, MN
Vern Van Hofwegen, Edgerton, MN
Fern Van Houten, Escalon, CA
Karen Van Maanen, Rock Valley, IA
James A Van Milligan, South Holland, I L
Nancy Van Otterloo, Sioux Center, IA
Roger Van Someren, Baldwin, WI
Sylvia Jasper Van't Hul, Jasper, MN
Luann Snleder Van Den Berg, Sioux Center, IA
Debra Vandenburg, Denver, CO
Lori J. Vandenburg, Denver, CO
Linda Vanden Hoek, Britt, IA
Marsha L. Vander Hart, Pella, IA
Lloyd Vanderkwaak, Terrace, BC
Vicki Vanderkwaak, Racine, WI
Cornelia Vander Schaaf, Ontario, CA
Mark Vandervliet, LaMesa, CA
Diana Vander Wal, Vernon, BC
Carol S. Vander Werff, Sanborn, IA
Nancy Veenstra, Winnipeg, Man.
Janis G. Visser, Tinley Park, IL
Doyle Voss, Aplington, IA
Steven J. Vreeman, Muskegon, MI
Linda G. Vriend, Smithers, BC
James A. Wagner, Mentone, CA
Arlene Stratman Walker, Hartley, fA
Roger Henry Walstra, De Motte, IN
Rosemary Walstra, Waupun, WI
Dale Walvort, Waupun, WI
Brenda Vander Veen Westra, Lynden, WA
Wilbert Wichers, Jr., Bradenton, FL
Wilma J. Wierenga, Fenwick, Onto
Andrew E. Wikholm, Jr., Forest, VA
Leny Van Mastrigt Woldt, Saginaw, M I
Kevin R. Wolfswinkel, Sibley, IA
Mary E. Woltersom, Kalamazoo, MI
Judith A. Zonnefeld, Sanborn, IA
Students receiving the associate of arts degrees
were:
Diana Bevaart, Hamilton, Onto
Carolyn M. Boersma, Portland, OR
Debra De Poorter, Norwalk, CA
Sue A. Felten, Sheboygan, WI
Nancy Groen, Renville, MN
Elaine B. Nieuwsma, Oskaloosa, IA
Sherrie R. Rusthoven, Highland, IN
Sandy S. Sjaardema. Denver, CO
Cindy L. Vande Vegte, Ferndale, WA
Judith J. Vrieze, Baldwin, WI
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Skillen 10 Head Expanded Political Science Program
r,IA
Dordt College an-
nounces the add itlorr






With Dr. Skillen on the staff, Dordt
will now be able to offer a political science
major, which will require a minimum of 10
political science courses.
Dr. Skillen will be teaching "Introduction
to Political Science," "International Rela-
tions" and "Ancient and Medieval Political
Theory" for the first semester.
After the Christmas break, he will be
leading students through a study of "Political
Parties," "Introduction to American Govern-
ment" and "Modern Political Theory."
Dr. Skillen graduated from Wheaton
College in 1966 with a B.A. in philosophy
and from Westminster Theological Seminary
in 1969 with a B.D. After spending one
year in graduate study in philosophy at the
Free University of Amsterdam, in Holland,
Skillen attended Duke University, where he
gained his M.A. in 1972 and his Ph.D. in 1974.
Dr. Skillen has been a member of Phi
Beta Kappa since 1974, a board member of
the Association for Public Justice (Washing-
ton, D.C.) since 1972.
He received a Fellowship in Residence
for College Teachers, awarded by the National
Endowment for the Humanities, for the year
1975-76.
He participated in a seminar on political
representation in the American Political Sci-
ence Association's series "Ethical Issues of
Political Life," held at Harvard University
April 3-4 and July 31-August 1, 1976.
In corning to Dordt, Skillen stated that
he is coming to "build a solid Christian politi-
cal science program. I am convinced that the
vision of Christian higher education that
Dordt has - is what Christians most need
today."
Skillen also said that he is especially
interested in "helping to spread Dordt's
vision and efforts outside of the Reformed
communities where it now has strong sup-
port."
Before coming to Gordon College in
1975, Dr. Skillen was assistant professor of
political science and philosophy at Messiah
College in Grantham, Penn.
Fac:ulty Ac:tivities Many and Varied
Lecturing, giVing tests and talking with
students is not all Dordt's faculty does. They
have been busy this spring speaking, increasing
their professionalism and attending conferenc-
es.
Some of their activities include:
-R ichard Hodgson, leadoff speaker for
the Conference on Astronomy Education at
the University of Northern Iowa (topic:
"Astronomy at Dordt College"), April 28-29
-Russell Maatman gave a paper on
catalytic research he had carried out, at the
Iowa Academy of Science meeting at the
Univeristy of Northern Iowa April 21-22;
author of first Dordt College Press book,
"Unity in Creation," available this spring
-Dale G.rotenhuis, judge at two music
contests in Minnesota, and conductor of
two choral festivals in Iowa; also, recently
published a choral anthem, "I Love Thee, My
Lord" at Schmitt, Hall and McCreary
-Gary Warm ink, guest clinician at four
music festivals in Iowa and one in Wisconsin;
panelist representing the Christian Reformed
Church at the Pastoral Music Conference at
Scranton, Penn., March 27 -31; tenor solo ist
for Unity Christian High School's presentation
of "Elijah"
-Mike Vanden Bosch, speaker on "How
TV Affects Growing Up" at five PTA groups,
a teacher's association, a couples club and a
group of junior high students-in Minnesota
and Iowa
Verwolf Reports Bright Employment Picture
rees
Only one of every two teachers seeking
a position in the spring of 1977 found one,
according to statistics compiled by the Na-
tional Education Association.
But over the past two years 88 percent
of those graduating from Dordt with degrees
in education found teaching positions, and
not all of them were even seeking teaching
positions.
Apart from teaching, the picture for
Dordt graduates looks even brighter, according
to Placement Director John Verwolf. And
it is not as grim for graduates of other
colleges either, contrary to what the popular
press and some technical colleges are leading
many to believe.
He notes that the College Placement
Council in Bethlehem, Pa.-which carefully
monitors the employment situation for col-
lege graduates-reports that "college recruiting
activity at the bachelor's level has continued
the fast pace set in the opening activity in the
opening months of 1977-78." It reveals that
the number of offers to bachelor's candidates
is almost double the number two years ago.
The counselor encourages people to
reconsider if they gave up the prospect of a
college education because they had doubts
about the job market. There are still excellent
possibilities, he says.
He explains Dordt's strong showing in
teaching to 1) the excellent training at Dordt
and 2) the fact that the Christian school
movement-the main job market for Dordt
education graduates-is still expancling in the
face of declining public school enrollment.
-Gerald Bouma, director of music fes-
tival in Bellflower, Calif., March 30-31
-c-.lames Schaap read some of his short
stories at Dordt May 7, which are part of a
collection that will be published by the Dordt
Press within a year; some of them will appear
in "The Banner" and "Reformed Journal"
-John Van Dyk, author of review of
M. L. Furse, "Mysticism: Window on a
World View" in "Calvin Theological Journal,"
April, 1978
-Daryl Vander Kool. Jim Koldenhoven
and Gary Warmink directed Dordt Choral
Theatre presentations in three area high
schools.
They also attended numerous confer-
ences:
-George Faber, author of student an~
teacher manuals for elementary education-
"Body of Systems" and "Go to the Ant"-
which he wrote at a writing conference at the
National Union of Christian Schools; he will
write more at a conference this summer
-Gerald Hoekema workshop on struc-
tured programming, sponsored by Des Moines
Area Community College February 20; 11th
annual Small College Computing Symposium
hosted by St. Cloud State University April
21-22
-Russell Maatman and Edwin Geers.
National Meeting of American Chemical
Society in Anaheim, Calif., March 12-16
-John Van Dyk, annual meeting of the
Medieval Academy of America at Yale Univer-
sity April 14-15
-Louis Van Dyke, William Nawyn and
Arnold Koekkoek, Missouri Valley History
Conference at Omaha, Neb.. March 9-10
-Clarence Doornbos, Music Educators
National Conference Convention in Chicago
April 11-15
-Kenneth Bussema and Richard Buck-
ham, national convention of the Christian
Association of Psychological Studies in Chica-
go April 13-16
~the Math Department, Mathematical
Association of America annual meeting in
Atlanta, January 6-9
-Mike Vanden Bosch, meetings of the
Iowa Council of English Teachers in Des
Moines in April
-Noel Magee, joint national meeting of
the College Music Society and the American
Musicological Society at Northwestern Univer-
sity, Evanston, 111.
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Dordt Swimmers Take The Plunge
Co-captains of the newly formed Oordt College Swimming Club
are, left to right: Gene Reichert, Sutton, Neb., and Randy Poel, Grand
Rapids, Mich.
A competitive swimming club has started
at Dordt. About 20 members meet twice a
week to practice their strokes and to work on
such fundamentals as flip turns and starts.
Gene Reichert, a senior from Sutton,
Neb., organized the Dordt College Swim
Club-team. The club held a swim-a-thon May
7 and 8 to promote interest and raise money
for equipment and travel expenses next year.
The swimmers raised over $1,000 through
contributions and pledges.
Fourteen members participated in the
event, swimming a combined total of over
100 miles. Five swam all 16 hours, from 4
p.m. Friday to 8 a.m. Saturday. Randy Poel,
a freshman from Grand Rapids, Mich., swam
the most laps-552, or over 15% miles. His
sister, Barb, was top female swimmer 'with
449 laps, or nearly 13 miles. Participants
were allowed a half hour break for each half
hour of swimming.
The intercollegiate swimming season co-
incides with the basketball season. Eight
swimming and diving meets have been sche-
duled for the 1978-79 season. Opponents will
include Buena Vista, Concordia, Luther and
Wayne State colleges and the University of
South Dakota.
Officers-elect for the club are: Gene
Reichert, president; Randy Poel, vice presi-
dent; and Peter Bons, a freshman from San
Marcos, Cal., treasurer. Co-captains .are
Reichert and Poel. Faculty adviser is Etta
Huisman, instructor of physical education.
Two Professors Receive
$2,500 Stipends
The National Endowment for the Hu-
manities (NEH) has selected Dr. John Van
Dyk and K.J. Boot for eight weeks of
concentrated study of research in its Summer
Stipends program.
Each scholar will receive $2,500 stipends
for their research. Dr. John Van Oyk,
professor of philosophy at Dordt, will do
work at his alma mater, Cornell University.
He will study the relationship of philosophy,
theology and science in the Middle Ages.
Associate professor of linguistics, Boot
will be participating in a summer seminar for
college teachers at the Univeristy of Illinois
at Urbana-Champaign June 12-August 7. He
will join other linguists to study lexica logy
and lexicography.
Only one other faculty member ever
received an NEH grant: Dr. James De Jong
studied John Erskine, a Scottish Calvinistic





Dr. John Van Dyk
Professor of
Philosophy
1978 Spedal Scholarship Winners
Minnie Julia Dahm Pre-Medical Scholarship Ken Schreur, Kanawha, Iowa $55
Mark Neerhof, Sheboygan, Wis. $300 Classical Language Prize
Leonard De Bolster, St. Catharines. Onto $300 Neil CUlbertson, Oregon City, Ore $110
Math Prize
Minnie Julia Dahm Medical Technology Scholarship Steve De Koekkoek, Seattle, Wash. $60
Mary Elgersma, Edgerton, Minn. $300
R. J. Dykstra Business Administration Scholarship
Dahm Memorial Music Scholarships Paul Wassink, Holland, Mich. $200
Lisa Deale, Hawarden, Iowa $125 Gordon Zonnefeld, Sibley, Iowa $300
Rachel Koele, Sioux Center, Iowa $125
Kathy Sanderse, Calgary, Alta. $125 Alumni Scholarship
Neil Culbertson, Oregon City, Ore. $300
Ringerwole Organ Scholarship
Rachel Koele, Sioux Center, Iowa $110 Talen Scholarships
Fred Colvin, Lansing, Ill. $300
Dordt 23 Prizes Stanley Kruis, Everett, Wash. $300
English Writing Prize Randall Palmer, Wayne, N.J. $300
David Snyder, Coopersburg, Pa. $160 Marlae Vander Griend, Lynden, Wash. $300
Speech Contest Prizes
Informative Public Address - Bonnie Miedema, Alton, Iowa $25 Dordt Music Scholarships
Oratory - Bill Koopmans, Telkwa, B.C. $25 Karen Hoffman, Elmhurst, III. $125
Program-on-a-theme - Doyle Smiens, Austinville, Iowa $25 Gail Krommenga, Kalamazoo, Mich. $125
Physical Education Prizes Kimberly Vanden Bosch, Sioux Center, Iowa $125
Sandi Nieuwendorp, Sheldon, Iowa $55 Laura Vander Windt, Le Mars, Iowa $125
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Prof. Matheis Provides Leadership for New Art
Department
Dordt College now offers a four-year
art major in its curriculum. Professor Norm
Matheis became a part of the Dordt staff
this year after teaching at Calvin College in
Grand Rapids, Mich. He joined Mrs. Joanne
Alberda in the Art Department.
The 12-course major includes art history,
print-making, drawing, design, painting and
art education courses. Matheis believes that
such a major provides a good background for
teaching, commercial art work and advanced
art training.
Matheis stated that a person going
through Dordt as an art major could provide
basically the same technical leadership of a
person going through a two-veer commercial
art school, especially in terms of art design.
He believes a liberal arts program pro-
vides the student with a greater understanding
of the field, so that they can see the under-
lying beliefs which motivate artists, and so
that they can begin working with art.
According to Matheis, it is crucial that
Christians use their talents in art. "The art
field could use the influence of people with
Christian ideas."
He stated that "Christians have been
staying out of the field of art for long
enough. The commercial art field, for one,
is dominated by money, Art has become a
way to may people towards a product. They
will use any means to get people to buy."
Matheis sees the need for an understand-
ing Christian community within which the
Christian artist can work. "There have been
many Christians trying to make their own
individual little noise in the art field, but if
we would join together and support each
other, we would be able to make a much
larger noise."------------
Or. Arnold Boeve, a dentist in Sheldon,
Iowa, has been elected as the president of the
Dordt College board of trustees for this year.
The position involves chairing the board
meetings and giving direction to the decisions
and plans of the board. Or. Boeve stated
that the important decisions ahead "involve
the long-range planning for the academic
program and building projects of the college."
rr....
~
"Hope for the artist," according to
Matheis, "means bringing in meaning and
purpose. True art has unity and balance.
Meaning left art when contemporaries threw
out images and design. It resulted in empty
paint splashes; framed, black sheets of paper,
and thin, straight lines of 50 feet long. We
need to re-establish truth."
Matheis hopes that the art major at




Saturday noon at Dordt? Not everybody
is sleeping in. About 35 students have met on
various Saturdays to discuss public justice.
They began with the world hunger pro-
blem, concluding that the U.S./Canadian
lifestyle actually causes starvation in other
parts of the world.
They discussed the waste of foods, the
reported poor quality of many products in
the supermarket and the consumer "needs"
as portrayed by television advertising.
In a later meeting, the students met with
Jennie Bouma, a graduate with a major in
human nutrition from the University of
Guelph (Ontario, Canada). She explained
what is truly necessary for the human body,
developing a nutritional menu, one which
makes more use of natural foods and fibers.
She also discussed over-eating and the proper
human calorie intake.
Dordt economics instructor, Evert Van
Der Heide joined the group one Saturday
afternoon to follow up the February Monsma-
DeVries economics lectures, focussing in on
possible governmental policies which would
distribute wealth in a more just manner.
And they sat down with Merl Alons,
principal of the Sioux Center Christian Grade
School, to see how justice in education is
being sought by means of Citizens for Educa-
tional Freedom (CEF), dealing with such
issues as the tuition tax credit bill, .recently
discussed in the U.S. House and Senate.
Planned Gifts Received by Dordt
Dordt College gratefully acknowledges
the establishment of the following planned
gifts for the benefit of the school:
- - $1,000 annuity from a supporter in Colo-
rado
-. We have received notification of a test-
amentary trust equal to 10 percent of the
estate of friends in Northwest Iowa desig-
nated for the development of the Agri-
business department
- - $500 annuity from a constituent in Iowa
-. A couple in the area who have been long-
time friends of Dordt College have written
a bequest for Dordt and other institutions
in their wills amounting to 1/8 of their
estate.
If you would like information concerning
the type of gifts these individuals have en-
joyed making, please fill out the card below
and mail it to: Director of Planned Giving,
Dordt College, Sioux Center, Iowa 51250.
We sincerely believe you will be amazed at
the opportunities available to reduce taxes
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Tennis Team Takes First Conference Trophy
The Dordt Tennis team shown, left to right, front row: Mike Minnard, Dave
De Nooy, Steve Smit, Harley Faber. Second row: Dave Elenbaas, John Meernik,
Dave Vande Pol, Dale Walvort, Mark Neerhof, Len Rhoda, Coach.
The Dordt tennis team had the distinc-
tion of being the first men's sport to win a
conference championsh ip. The team tied for
first place in the Tri-State Conference tennis
meet this spring. Opponents included North-
western (co-champions), Sioux Falls, Westmar,
and Yankton.
The tennis team also compiled its best
record ever, with an 8-1 dual record, the sole
defeat by Buena Vista, According to Coach
Len Rhoda, associate professor of physical
education, one highlight of the season was
defeating Northwestern in a dual. Dordt had
been down 4-2 after singles and won all
three doubles to take the match.
Dordt also won the Buena Vista Invita-
tional and took third in the NAIA District
15 meet, competing against 6 schools in the
latter. Rhoda felt one reason for the team's
success was its balance. He noted that the
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Team members included, in order of
seeding: Dave Vande Pol, fr., Pella, Iowa;
Steve Smit, [r.. Denver, Colo.: Harley Faber,
sr.. Escondido, Calif.; John Meernik, sr.,
Sanborn, Iowa; Mark Neerhof, so., Sheboygan,
Wis.; Dave Elenbaas, sr., Wellsburg, Iowa; Dave
De Noov, so., Denver, Coto.: Dale Walvort,
sr., Waupun, Wis.; and Mike Minnard, sr..
Denver, Colo.
Smit, Meernik, and Elenbaas were con-
ference champions. Vande Pol, Faber, and
Neerhof were runners-up at the conference
meet.
Rhoda anticipates a good season for his
successor as coach, Tom Visker, next year.
Three of the top players, Vande Pol, Neerhof,
and Smit, will be returning, as well as Dave
De Nooy. In addition, Rhoda expects Steve
Holwerda to figure in the action. A junior
from Pella, Iowa, Holwerda played number
three position last year but missed this season




What happened in 1867 in Canada?
Most Americans probably have no idea
that 1867 is Canada's birthday-probably the
most important date in Canadian history.
Because of this lack of knowledge among
Americans and because of the terrific interest
shown by Canadians at Dordt College, Prof.
Arnold Koekkoek will be teaching a Canadian
History course at Dordt in the fall of 1978.
Over 230 Canadians attend Dordt. That
is over one fifth Of the entire student body.
The history course joins a Canadian literature
course taught by British Columbian Hugh
Cook.
Koekkoek said that 90 percent of the
Canadians he surveyed said they would pro-
bably take the course, in addition to interested
Americans.
A 6-foot-square map already hangs from
a wall in Koekkoek's lecture room. By fall
the library should have a couple hundred
books on Canadian history. And by fall
Koekkoek will probably have read dozens of
books on the same subject.
Koekkoek, having majored in modern
Britain in his master's program at the Univer-
sity of Iowa, studied Canada in connection
with the British Empib Aside from that
instruction, however, he is preparing on his
own. He is "reading and reading and reading ..
. , voraciously"-first general histories and
then in-depth readings.
If interest remains as high as it is now on
campus, Dordt may well offer the course on
a regular basis. Kcekkoek said he then would
want to study Canadian history even further
by taking formal courses in it.
The new material is not Canada Dry
to Koekkoek. It is the first new course he
will have taught for a long time. He is struck
especially by the role of geography in Canada's
history and by the way the French-Engl ish
division keeps cropping up, from 1763 all
the way to 1978.
By December, 1978, dozens more stu-
dents will know the meaning of a lot more
in Canadian history than just 1867.
